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MILWAUKEE POLICE ANNOUNCE 2ND STRAIGHT YEAR OF
CRIME DECREASES
Disinvestment in the criminal justice system could lead to increases in 2010
Violent crime was down in 2009 in Milwaukee, marking the second straight year of
sustainable decreases in crime in the city.
Chief Edward A. Flynn on Thursday, January 21, 2010, announced that violent crime was
down nearly 13 percent from 2008 and 20 percent from two years ago. Additionally, total
crime is down 7.2 percent from 2008 and 12 percent from 2007. In perhaps the most
impressive decrease, auto theft dropped by a quarter over 2008 and 37 percent over the
last two years.
To put a human face on the crime numbers, Chief Flynn pointed out that there were 3,207
fewer crime victims in 2009 than in 2008, and 5,570 fewer crime victims over the last
two years.
These trends show that the focused work of the men and women of the department is
paying off. Nationally, crime decreases in large cities are boding well for entire states.
“Crime reduction is being achieved by large cities like Milwaukee whose departments
use crime analysis, data-driven deployments and community engagement,” Flynn said.
“Milwaukee is employing those tools and the data tells us it’s working.”
While the crime decreases took center stage, Chief Flynn said he his cautious about the
future given budget cuts at the state level that are allowing for the early release of
prisoners.
Milwaukee Police report that 14 percent of its arrests in 2009 (nearly 4,800 people) were
of those who violated their parole or probation. Additionally, 15 percent of those were
arrested for violating parole or probation more than once. Currently, about 12,500 people
in the city of Milwaukee are on some type of supervision.
“Disinvestment in the criminal justice system in the name of budget balancing is a false
economy,” Chief Flynn said. “Each crime exacts an extraordinary financial, as well as
human cost – lost property must be recovered, insurance claims must be filed, medical
treatment must be administered – often without health insurance – and sometimes jobs
are lost. Crime takes a toll on a city’s residents and its neighborhoods.”
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