
 

Defendant Interview Consent Form 

 

Project Title: Exploring Prosecutorial Discretion in the Plea Bargaining Process  

in Milwaukee and St. Louis Counties 

 

Researchers: Don Stemen, Elizabeth Webster, Beth Huebner, Marisa Omori 

 

You are invited to participate in a research study about guilty pleas in Milwaukee County and St. 

Louis County. For this study, we seek to interview up to 25 people in each city about their 

experience of pleading guilty in criminal courts, including how they made the decision to plead 

guilty and how they feel that they were treated by the courts. You are the expert on your 

experiences, and we are here to learn from them.  

 

If you agree to participate, you will be interviewed for about an hour over the phone. Questions 

will include your experiences with the court and jail system, your relationships with defense 

attorneys and interactions with prosecutors, your knowledge of the legal process, and your 

perceptions of fairness and legitimacy of the courts. You may decline to answer any question at 

any time or stop the interview at any time. 

 

There are minimal risks involved in participating in this study. We will be asking you to talk 

about your experiences with the legal system, and these questions may cause some emotional 

discomfort in remembering past experiences. Therefore, we provide all respondents with 

emotional and mental health resources. Please find these resources listed at the end of the form; 

we can text you the phone numbers for these resources in case you or anyone you know may 

need them. There are no direct benefits to you in participating, but we hope that results will help 

prosecutors, defense attorneys, and judges learn how to improve the plea bargaining process.  

 

We would like to audio record this interview to make sure that we accurately capture what you 

have said. If you agree to the audio recording, we will have it transcribed by a professional 

service that provides confidentiality. Shortly after the audio recording is transcribed, we will 

delete the recording. If you do not agree to the recording, I will take notes during the interview. 

 

This interview is confidential. No one outside of the research team will have access to this 

interview. Nor will we discuss what you have said here today with anyone outside of the 

research team. When we publish or present our results from the interviews, we may quote you, 

but we will not use your name. Instead, please provide us with a name that you would like to be 

called. Your interview transcript will be saved under this pseudonym and kept in a secured 

location on a password-protected computer. We will also remove any identifying details that 

could reveal who you are, such as the name of the defense attorney involved in your case.  

 

Participation in this study is voluntary. If you do not want to be in this study, you do not have to 

participate. Even if you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw from participation at any 

time without penalty. A copy of your de-identified, transcribed interview can also be made 

available to you upon request. If you decide to be removed from this study, we’ll destroy any 

records of what we have discussed. Otherwise, transcribed interviews, stripped of identifying 



information, will be archived indefinitely for future use by the researchers. You will NOT be 

penalized in any way should you choose not to participate or to withdraw at any time. Your 

decision will not affect your relationship with the court system and will not have any influence 

on future interactions with the court system. 

 

Participants are being compensated in the form of a $30 gift card. If you agree to participate, we 

can send you the card electronically to your phone or email address. If you would like us to mail 

a card to you, you will need to provide a mailing address where we can send it; if we mail it to 

you, please allow up to a month to receive it.  

 

If you have questions about the project, feel free to ask me. If you have questions about your 

rights as a research participant, you may also contact the Loyola University Office of Research 

Services at (773) 508-2689. Do you consent to this interview? Do you consent to me audio 

recording the interview? Would you like to receive a copy of this consent script for your records? 

 

Emotional and Mental Health Resources: 

• The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) offers a 

free, confidential national helpline: 1-800-662-HELP (1-800-662-4357).   

• Crisis Text Line offers free, 24/7 support from a trained crisis counselor. Text “HOME” 

to 741741 to get help.  

• Connect with a professional counselor by calling the National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline: 1-800-273-TALK (1-800-273-8255) 

• Talk with a counselor online via a chat feature available on their website: suicide-

preventionlifeline.org/chat 

 

 

http://suicide-preventionlifeline.org/chat
http://suicide-preventionlifeline.org/chat

