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Monday, September 9, 2019 – 2:00pm 

Milwaukee County Courthouse, Room 306 

 

Meeting Minutes: 

 

Attendees: Adam Oldenburg (via telephone), Tom Reed, Sara Morgan, Anne Kearney, Jamie Reif, Dr. Kimberly Krawczyk, Kim 

Betzhold, Claire Starling, Kaelin Deprez, Jim Feagles, Dr. Justin Kuehl, Dr. Christine Apple, Rose Steitz, Joe Ellwanger, Mandy 

Potapenko 

i.) Welcome and Introductions – Co-Chair Tom Reed opened the meeting at 2:07pm.  Fellow co-chairs, Mike Lappen 

and Kent Lovern, sent their regrets for being unable to attend today. 

ii.) MacArthur Foundation Safety and Justice Challenge Related Items: 

• BHD Jail Liaison Position Update – Tom and Mandy provided a quick recap and overview of the progress 

being made under Phase III of the MacArthur Safety and Justice Challenge initiative.   BHD Liaison, Kaelin 

Deprez, added her personal perspective to her position.  Mandy and others added that the formalization of 

the mental health diversion track continues to be defined and redefined based on individuals’ needs.  

Policy Research Associates will be aiding the Milwaukee team in the coming months. 

iii.) Standing Updates: 

• Wellpath – Dr. Krawczyk stated she and the mental health team at Wellpath continue to do to tours of 

community-based organizations to become more familiar with the resources available and to familiarize 

the organizations with Wellpath’s role in providing care and discharge planning services for the jail and 

House of Correction.  Dr. K provided an in-depth overview of the aggregate numbers of mental health 

contacts and patient population counts.  Tom thanked Dr. K for providing this information, as it grounds 

the discussion in a data-driven way 

• Behavioral Health Division– Dr. Kuehl noted the release of a recent Psychiatric Crisis Services fiscal report 

that outlines the pros and cons of a (de)centralized PCS.  It was determined that a single, centralized PCS is 

most cost effective.  Funding is still undetermined and being examined. 

iv.) Partner and Provider Updates/Trends/Needs/etc.: 

• Department of Community Corrections (Department of Corrections): Kim noted that DCC Mental Health 

Unit had to pause admissions due to staff shortage the past few months.  They continue to see an increase 

in mental health service needs of individuals on supervision.  DCC will be hosting a CIP training for all DOC 

agents, so that a wider group will have greater familiarity with mental health resources and needs.  There 

was additional (limited) discussion in the uncertainty of the continuations of the Wisconsin Forensic Unit’s 

support in competency examinations during the revocation process.  This will be discussed further when 

more information is available. 
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• Department of Adult Institutions (Department of Corrections) – Dr. Apple noted there has been an upward 

trend of individuals with mental illness being admitted into Dodge County Correctional and other 

institutions. 

v.) Discussion: Next Steps in Advancing Our Collective Work – Mandy reflected upon the many projects this 

committee has led and/or been involved in over the past few years.  Tom and Mandy opened the floor to the 

group to allow for discussion on any areas of opportunity the group would like to pursue or explore.  One 

suggestion, stemming from the Stepping Up initiative, is to explore and establish a shared definition for commonly 

used terms amongst criminal justice and behavioral health agencies (ie. SMI).  Tom asked that agencies who have 

pre-determined definitions used to measure MI/SMI should send those to Mandy for compilation prior to the next 

meeting.  Additional discussion as had around creating a common formulary and improved communication 

between agencies when unique cases present themselves.   

vi.) Other Business/Announcements – Mandy noted she will be sending out information regarding two upcoming 

conferences, as well as past materials discussed during today’s meeting.   

vii.) Adjourn – meeting adjourned 3:30pm 

Next Meeting: October 7th, 2019, 2pm, Room 306 of the Courthouse 


