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“If it’s large it should go Barge”

With truck fuel surcharges topping 40% of transportation costs, the shipping industry is finding more fuel efficient, cost saving opportunities to keep competitive in today’s global economy.

With several water options available to the Milwaukee area, two local companies are taking advantage of just that.

The U.S. Coast Guard allows inland river barges to transit to Milwaukee along the Southwestern shore of Lake Michigan connecting the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers and all other adjoining waterways.  This transportation route can save thousands of transportation dollars particularly for extra long or extra large cargoes that would otherwise have to get special high-wide permits from each state.
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Plymouth Tube, a supplier of ferritic stainless steel tubing for the power generation market, has recently completed an order for the Tennessee Valley Authority.  This order involved the production and shipment of 3.2 million feet of tubing in their SEACURE(r) alloy.  These tubes have the unique shipping challenge of being 116 feet long.  The tubes, packed in 197 wooden crates represented a total ship weight of 1.2 million pounds (gross).  Over the road shipments (50 trucks) would have been expensive and complex, with an estimated cost of $700,000.  Past experiences with rail proved to be equally expensive and even more complicated.  The use of the Port of Milwaukee to barge to the Watts Bar power plant in Spring City TN will save TVA approximately $200,000 in transportation costs.  Federal Marine Terminals (FMT), the ports general cargo stevedore, began loading the two river barges that will carry the pipe today.
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On Tuesday, May 20, 2008 FMT will begin loading a Bucyrus International mining shovel going to St. Catherine’s, Canada onto a lake deck barge. Deck barges vary in sizes, but can be as large as an ocean going ship.  The mining shovel will be loaded at the Port of Milwaukee and transit through Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie and the Welland Canal locks, to the southwest shore of Lake Ontario.  
Transit time is 5 days.  
Barging is the most economically friendly mode of transportation to move freight like this.  Barging consumes the least amount of fuel, least amount of air pollutants compared to air, truck or rail options, and takes these large loads off our congested freeways and railroads.
