Vision 2010: Complete Streets Milwaukee
By

The Milwaukee Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force

We the undersigned believe in a vibrant, active Milwaukee where even our most vulnerable citizens, the young, elderly and disabled, have equal access to attractive and useful facilities where they feel safe to walk and bicycle for transportation or recreation.  We believe in a Milwaukee where parents in every neighborhood feel safe letting their children walk and bike to school, to friends houses, or to the corner store, much the same way we could 30 years ago.  We believe that a Milwaukee in which it is safer and more pleasant to walk and bike will be a physically and economically healthier City.  We believe that when people walk and bike they smile more and talk to each other more and that those are the building blocks of tolerance and community.  With this vision in mind, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force has set the following goals we hope Milwaukee can meet by 2010:
1) More people bicycling and walking: Many other US cities with similar or colder climates than Milwaukee have reduced traffic congestion, pollution and improved the health of their citizens by getting more people biking and walking.  Minneapolis has neighborhoods where 17 percent of the population bikes to work.  Almost 11 percent of commuters in Madison bike to work.  Chicago and Louisville have both tripled the number of people who bike to work in the last 5 years by building more and safer facilities for cyclists and through encouragement programs that really work.  In Milwaukee less than one percent of people bike to work, but we can change for the better too.
2) A network of slow speed residential streets: Milwaukee’s new Neighborhood Traffic Management Program is a great first step to reducing speeding on residential streets, but the problem needs to be looked at in a systematic way. Many cities elsewhere in the country have developed networks of slow streets through residential neighborhoods.  They have done this through strategically planned traffic calming efforts that link residential collectors and create a network of streets engineered for slower speeds more conducive to bicycling and walking.  This can also increase the equitable access to recreation for central City residents with few trails and bike lanes. Best practices examples: Berkley, CA; Portland, OR 
3) Safe crosswalks: Motorists must be made to yield the right of way to pedestrians in a crosswalk.  This has been accomplished in other cities through a combination of education and increased enforcement and higher fines.  Best Practices: Seattle, WA. Los Angeles, CA
4) Year-round accessibility: More and more Milwaukee residents are walking and bicycling for transportation year round, even through our cold and snowy winters.  People with disabilities have a very difficult time using our sidewalks during winter because not all sidewalks are cleared and the transition between curb ramps and the street is often clogged with snow from plowing.  We want to develop a system where priority routes can be made accessible all year.  Similarly, our bike lanes and bike paths should be kept clearer of snow.  Best Practices: Boulder, CO; Montreal, Canada
5) One hundred miles of bike lanes: Milwaukee has a great start with 45 miles of bike lanes striped out of a 145 priority routes identified in our City bike network plan.  In areas were bike lanes do not fit, we would hope to provide access through the slow street network. Best Practices: Chicago, IL; Portland OR
6) Car Free Streets: Cities across the country and the world are organizing networks of streets free from automobile traffic on a monthly basis.  From nearby cities like Chicago to as unlikely places as Bogotá and Guadalajara , cities are creating parkways out of streets by banning auto traffic for four hours on Sunday mornings.  These “Sunday Parkways” are created in densely populated neighborhoods, often with few recreational amenities and offer millions of people the chance to get out and walk, bike, run and socialize without fear of traffic.  We would like to develop a plan for Milwaukee to have a similar program.  Best Practices: Guadalajara, Bogotá
The members of the Milwaukee Bicycle and Pedestrian Task force hope we can work with you more closely in the future to create a healthier, happier, and safer Milwaukee.
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