CITY OF MILWAUKEE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN

TASK FORCE

2006 ANNUAL REPORT

INTRODUCTION


In accordance with City of Milwaukee Ordinance 320-1, the annual report of activities and progress of the City of Milwaukee Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force are herewith submitted for 2005.  The City of Milwaukee Bicycle Task Force was created by resolution file number 930071 on May 25, 1993.  Common Council resolution file number 030690, adopted September 23, 2003 renamed the Task Force to the City of Milwaukee Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force.  The Task Force is charged with recommending to policy-makers ways to make Milwaukee a more bicycle and pedestrian friendly community.  This is accomplished by serving as the formal means through which active citizen participation is provided to advise policy makers on such issues as:

1. The development of an integrated bicycle route system for commuter and recreational use.

2. Connections with existing and proposed off-road bicycle and pedestrian trails.

3. Provisions for bicycle amenities such as bike lanes and bike racks in the public right of way.

4. Promoting pedestrian and bicycle rights.

5. Provisions for pedestrian facilities such as sidewalks, crosswalks, traffic signals, benches, and other sidewalk amenities.

6. Other bicycle and pedestrian issues that the Task Force deems appropriate.

This is to be accomplished by the Task Force in cooperation with appropriate municipal, county, state and federal agencies and planning organizations.


The functions of the Task Force include the use of the skills, knowledge and experience of its members and the organizations and groups they represent to assist and advise the local government with respect to bicycle and pedestrian advocacy.


A copy of the by-laws of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force is attached.

MISSION STATEMENT


The Task Force is charged with recommending to the City policy makers ways to make the City of Milwaukee more bicycle and pedestrian friendly.

MEETING DATES


The Bicycle Task Force met bi-monthly in 2005.  Meetings were held on the following dates:


February 14

April 11

June 13

August 15

October 17

December 12

Agendas and minutes of each meeting are attached.

MEMBERSHIP


The Bicycle Task Force consists of 8 at-large citizen members, one safety professional, one representative of the Department of Public Works, and one representative of the Department of City Development, all appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the Common Council. The Task Force was happy to fill the open position with Shirin Cabraal.  Ms. Cabraal adds a very important missing element as she is disabled and uses a walker and a scooter.  Her personal insight into access issues will be invaluable. After many years of diligent service, Task Force member Peter Lee resigned his position.  The Mayor and other members are actively seeking a new member to fill the now open postion.

At the beginning of the year, the membership was as follows:

1.  Mike Loughran, Chairman, DPW Representative
 
7.  Vince Bushell

2.  Dave Schlabowske, Vice-Chairman


8.  Maurice Williams

3.  Bob Trimmier, DCD Reprsentative


9.  Deborah Pasha

4.  Guy Smith






10.  Steve Brachman

5.  Peter Lee





            11.  Angie Tornes

6. Mark Buetow, Safety Professional 

At the end of 2006, the membership was as follows:

1.  David Schlabowske, Chairman, DPW Representative
7.  Maurice Williams

2.  Shirin Cabraal





8.  Steve Brachman

3.  Bob Trimmier, DCD Representative


9.  Angie Tornes



4. Guy Smith






10. Vince Bushell 

5. Deborah Pasha





11.  Open postion
6. Mark Buetow, Safety Professional 

BIKE/PED TASK FORCE GOALS FOR 2006

The Task Force resolved to maintain its commitment to bicycle and pedestrian advocacy, strengthen its connections with advocacy groups such as the Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin and Wisconsin Walks, and to review the Task Force’s ongoing vision of improving bicycle use and pedestrian facilities in the City of Milwaukee. Specific goals for 2006 were as follows:


Outreach/Education
1. Meet at least one time between Task Force meetings.

2. Develop a pedestrian/crosswalk education program.

3. Advocate for effective enforcement of traffic laws related to pedestrians and bicyclists.

4. Learn about other organizations and coordinate efforts.

5. Conduct outreach to business districts and neighborhood associations.

6. Sponsor a Bike/Pedestrian advocacy day.

7. Develop a pedestrian safety education program.


Facilities Planning
1. Meet at least one time between Task Force meetings.

2. Review City’s paving program to determine if bicycle and pedestrian amenities can be included with established projects.

3. Maximize bike lane and bike rack installations.

4. Learn about design criteria for bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

5. Encourage citizen participation in planning efforts.
6. Develop a City traffic calming program with guidelines

HIGHLIGHTS

In 2006, in response to a plethora of complaints about speeding on local streets, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force and the City Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator worked with other DPW staff and the Common Council to create a new Neighborhood Traffic Management Program.  For the first time in Milwaukee, the City has a formal program to implement traffic calming in residential areas.  As a result of this program, two speed humps were installed on McKinley Blvd.  The residents have been very pleased with these and there are dozen’s of other requests for speed humps across the city.

On a similar topic, the Task Force and the City Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator worked with the Safe Community Coalition of Madison and Dane County County to create a StreetShare pedestrian safety program.  The funding to produce the StreetShare website, video, brochures, vehicle magnets and balloons came from a grant from the Wisconsin DOT Bureau of Transportation Safety and the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration.  This program is ongoing and the Task Force continues to do outreach to get more StreetShare partners.

Brief highlights include:

· Advised the City Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator and other DPW staff to repaint some of the bike lanes striped in 2005 that have worn away.  
· Opening of the Marsupial Bridge Media Garden and the summer-long Bike-in Movie series there

· Advised the City Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator on the creation of a Hank Aaron State Trail map.
The Task Force continued its structure of have standing sub-committees (Facilities Planning and Outreach/Education) which function as working groups that meet as needed  between the regular meetings of the full Task Force. 

This structure has the sub-committees meeting on an ongoing basis and reporting to the whole Task Force at the bi-monthly meetings.  Committee reports are contained in the attached meeting minutes.  Highlights from each committee are as follows:


Outreach/Education
This committee was instrumental in creating the StreetShare program
Facilities Planning
This committee reviewed the City’s paving program to identify roadways that are scheduled for work, that also have potential for striped bicycle lanes.  As a result several roadways now have striped bicycle lanes in addition to those striped with the bike route improvement grant.
Design activities continued to construct the Kinnickinnic River Bicycle Trail over the former railroad ROW between South 6th Street (at West Rosedale Avenue) and East Washington Street.  Task force member Angie Tornes worked with the 16th St. Community Health Center to hold a charette attended by over 100 people to gather community input about the trail and river corridor to make sure long range use of that trail can be maximized in this design process.  
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