YOUTH COUNCIL SELECTION COMMITTEE

Minutes

October 6, 2004

Members present: ReDonna Rodgers, Chair; Ramon Candelaria, Sarah Hinkfuss, Brittany Nash and Steven Ray Robertson

Others present:  Jim Owczarski – City Clerk’s Office, Carolyn Hill-Robertson – City Clerk’s Office, Ald. Joe Davis, Pedro Ruiz – Community Block Grant Administration, Jeff Jones – Legislative Assistant to Ald. Willie Wade

Meeting convened:  3:32 PM

1. Review and approval of the minutes of the September 29, 2004 meeting 

Mr. Robertson moved, seconded by Ms. Hinkfuss to approve the minutes.  Mr. Candelaria said that the minutes should be amended to reflect that the Youth Council is open to all youth, whether U.S. residents or not.

2.   Clarification of U.S. residency status of Youth Council applicants and other legal issues

Mr. Owczarski said that a formal opinion on the U.S. residency status must be requested by this body as there might be conflicts with a non-U.S. resident serving on a city body. The City Attorney’s Office would also like to formally review the application prior to its release.


The City Attorney’s Office also suggested that a checkbox be included on the application noting that the applicant wishes to keep the information on the application confidential.  A waiver form should also be included to have a parent/guardian sign that the youth has permission to participate in the Youth Council.  Ms. Rodgers mentioned that when working with minors permission typically needs to be obtained from parents/guardians for use of the minors’ photographs, which could be included as part of the waiver form.

The Committee adamantly supports not requiring that Youth Council members be U.S. residents.  A statement to that effect will be included as part of the opinion request.

Ms. Rodgers will send Mr. Owczarski a copy of the waiver form that her office uses.

3.  Review of proposed application for potential Youth Council members and assigning a point value to each area

Mr. Owczarski handed out the proposed application form (Exhibit 1)

The Committee chose to include the youth’s cell phone number.

A section for the parent’s permission and signature will be added.

Mr. Candelaria would prefer to have the application have a question relating to the applicant’s interest in a career in education, government or youth work while Mr. Robertson had concerns about limiting applicants.  Ms. Hinkfuss and Ms. Nash had concerns that youth may not know which career goals they wish to pursue.  Ms. Hinkfuss feels that question #1 seemed to apply more to one’s hobbies, rather than one’s career goals.  Mr. Candelaria feared that opening the Youth Council to minors who are not interested in education, government or youth work would be wasting a gold mine of an opportunity.  Mr. Robertson wanted to have the applicant’s have some way of demonstrating commitment.

The Committee decided to add a question related to career aspirations.

Mr. Candelaria felt that by having recommendation letters would add politics as part of the process, as well as all letters being positive which would add little value to the Committee  Ms. Hinkfuss suggested that instead of letters a form be used.. 

Ms. Hinkfuss moved to create a form recommendation which would include how the individual works with others, is a good listener, is willing to try new things, follows through on tasks, demonstrates organizational skills, demonstrates dedication of the individual, shows leadership skills, his/her strongest attribute and needed areas of growth. The form will be reviewed at the next meeting. Each application will include 1-2 of these forms.  Mr. Candelaria wanted a statement on the form that the form must be completed by a professional (works for a living) non-family member and the Committee seemed to endorse that the form by submitted by an adult. The form would need to be mailed back separately and include contact information for the adult.

Mr. Candelaria moved, seconded by Mr. Robertson, to make the recommendation form part of the application. 

Ms. Hinkfuss created a sample application (Exhibit 2) with boxes to limit the amount of writing the applicants would provide.  Ms. Rodgers does prefer to have boxes on the form rather than open spaces.  

Mr. Candelaria does not support having an essay; he sees the questions as functioning as an essay. 

Ald. Davis said that it was envisioned that candidates for the Youth Council would get signatures from the public, similar to Common Council members.  This also ensures some level of commitment from applicants.  Mr. Candelaria strongly feels that the Youth Council should be looking for individuals who wish to serve the public and be part of local government.  The Committee endorsed having nomination papers that must have at least 50 signatures from youth (high school age) in that district included as part of the application.  The signer will provide name and age.

The Committee can modify the form used by the Election Commission (Exhibit 3) to suit its purposes.

Ms. Hinkfuss wanted to include text on what the Youth Council is and does at the beginning of the application.  Mr. Owczarski stated that he assumed the application would be forwarded along with a cover letter.  Ms. Hinkfuss would like the cover letter to include a quick summary of the Council and what the Committee is looking for.  Ms. Rodgers suggested using the language of Ms. Hinkfuss for the application so that it resonates more with youth.  Mr. Candelaria liked the boxes in Section I, but felt that after that point the boxes become too limiting.  The Committee agreed.

Ms. Hinkfuss wanted the cover letter to note what the Youth Council does and then just ask the question on the application itself.  With the nomination papers, there is no need to ask how many individuals the candidate interacts with.  

The application will be available online, but it cannot be filed electronically as it needs to include the nomination papers.

With Ms. Hinkkfuss’s application, Section III would allow the Youth Council a place to start in terms of issues facing youth.

Mr. Candelaria wants the application to have a question related to what key issues the community is facing vs. what the individual feels key issues are.  Mr. Candelaria read Section III of Ms. Hinkfuss’s application and feels that the section addresses his concerns.

Section III (Short essay)  in  Mr. Owczarski’s application has been removed and Ms. Hinkfuss’ Section III (Choice A and B) will be substituted. 

4. Training/Orientation of Youth Council members

This will be on the next agenda.

5. Role of the Urban Underground

The Community Block Grant Administration needs to meet with members related to this agenda item.  This will be on the next agenda.  

6.   Recruitment process and timeline

This will be on the next agenda

7.  Setting the agenda and date for the next meeting.

The next  agenda will include review of the revised application form and an item related to the Advisory Committee as appointments need to be made for that body.

Mr. Candelaria wants to ensure that his serving on this Committee will not jeopardize the Community Development Block Grant funding for his agency.  This will be discussed as well at the next meeting.

Meeting adjourned:  5:25 PM

Linda M. Elmer

Staff Assistant
