YOUTH COUNCIL SELECTION COMMITTEE

Minutes

October 13, 2004

Members present: ReDonna Rodgers, Chair, Ramon Candelaria; Sarah Hinkfuss; Brittany Nash and Steven Ray Robertson

Others present:  Carolyn Hill-Robertson - Deputy City Clerk; Pedro Ruiz – Community Block Grant Administration; Jim Owczarski - Council Records Manager; Sarah Noble - Urban Underground

Meeting convened: 3:36 p.m.
1. Review and approval of the minutes of the October 6, 2004 meeting 

Amend section 1 of the minutes to show that they reflect that Mr. Candelaria believes the Youth Council  “should” be open to all youth rather than “is”.

Amend Section 3 of the minutes to reflect that only Section “B” of the short essay will be used (Ms. Hinkfuss)

Mr. Candelaria moved, Ms. Hinkfuss seconded, motion to approve minutes.

2. Status of opinion request for U.S. residency status of Youth Council applicants

Mr. Owczarski presented draft letter to Ms. Rodgers.  She indicated it would be signed and sent to the City Attorney’s office on Thursday, October 14, 2004.

3. Potential conflict-of-interest of Committee members whose agencies receive Community Development Block Grant funds

Mr. Ruiz indicated “there would be no repercussions because you guys are on this committee.”

4. Review of revised application for potential Youth Council members

Mr. Owczarski presented a revised draft application to the committee.

Mr. Robertson recommended that, as much as possible, applicants be identified by a number, not name.  Mr. Candelaria moved, Ms. Hinkfuss seconded, to accept Mr. Robertson’s suggestion.  Mr. Candelaria moved, Ms. Nash seconded the following numbering system to identify applicants: “District – Applicant #”

Mr. Candelaria moved, Ms. Nash seconded that the application be approved pending the opinion of the City Attorney’s office regarding the status of undocumented aliens.

5. Status of appointments to the Youth Council Advisory Committee

Ms. Hinkfuss wondered if it would be a conflict of interest for them to submit an application for membership in the Youth Council.  A consensus of the Committee was reached that it would be appropriate for them to apply, but they ought not review the applications from their own districts.

Ms. Rodgers indicated that the Committee would communicate with the various appointing authorities to begin making appointments to the Advisory Committee.

6. Training/Orientation of Youth Council members

Ms. Rodgers said the Selection Committee is technically not responsible, but is concerned about, the training of prospective Youth Council members.

Ms. Noble recommended that individuals responsible for interacting with young people receive separate training in interacting with young people.

Mr. Candelaria repeated his recommendation that Council members commit to permitting Youth Council members to shadow them at least once a month.

Mr. Candelaria recommended that Urban Underground, as a funded agency, should be hired to train prospective Youth Council members.

Mr. Ruiz said that it was unclear what the role of Urban Underground would be, but would work with Ms. Noble and her organization to clarify this.

Ms. Rodgers said it was certain there would be training, but she wanted to solicit recommendations for the training process to offer to the Advisory Committee.

Ms. Hinkfuss recommended: small group shadowing/team-building exercises/training in Robert’s Rules of Order/understanding the concept of governing

Ms. Nash recommended that the Milwaukee Courier/The Milwaukee Star/Milwaukee Teen Achievers/Outward Bound and community publications be used to recruit young people as members.

Mr. Robertson agreed that using the community media would be a strong way to reach young people.

Ms. Noble said that her organization has approximately 1,200 young people to assist in the recruitment effort.  She also mentioned other potential outlets including paid advertisements.

Mr. Candelaria recommended that the Advisory Committee allow for the Selection Committee to be part of the process by which those training Youth Council members are chosen.  Second, he recommended that Common Council members commit to regular mentoring of young people meaning shadowing for at least one day.

7. Role of the Urban Underground

8. Recruitment process and timeline

Ms. Hinkfuss recommended that the next meeting be dedicated to evaluation process.

Application out: November 23rd, 2004

Application returned by: January 10th, 2005

Review process complete by January 31st, 2005

Finalists (3) selected by first week in February

Interviews starting the second week of February

Recommendations to the Council by the first week of March

Mr. Candelaria said he wanted to be sure the Youth Council was seated in time to review CDBG Reprogramming RFP’s.

9. 
Setting the agenda and date for the next meeting.

Set for October 27th, 2005

Ms. Hill-Robertson asked whether the Youth Council signature form should include an address.
Ms. Hinkfuss moved to amend top of application form to include the statement that the signatory certifies that he or she is 18 years of age or under and to replace “High School if Any” with “Address”.  Motion prevailed on a 4-1 vote, Mr. Candelaria voting no.

Meeting adjourned: 5:27 p.m.

Jim Owczarski

Council Records Manager

