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Port of Milwaukee Earns Seaway Pacesetter Award

The Port of Milwaukee, Wis., earned the Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation’s (SLSDC) Robert J. Lewis Pacesetter Award for increasing its international tonnage levels in the 2005 navigation season.  

Overall, the port shipped 3.4 million tons of dry bulk, general cargo, and bulk cargo in 2005, a 17 percent jump over the preceding year.  Of those numbers, 300,725 metric tons were shipped through the Seaway, reflecting a 61 percent increase in traffic. This is the seventh Pacesetter earned by the port since the award program began in 1992. 

Recognized widely throughout the Great Lakes Seaway marine system as a yardstick of freight performance, the Pacesetter is awarded annually to U.S. Great Lakes ports and terminals that show increases in international tonnage shipped through the binational U.S.-Canadian waterway.  

Acting SLSDC Administrator Craig Middlebrook will present the award at a Board of Harbor Commissioners quarterly meeting scheduled for August 4.  Middlebrook praised Milwaukee’s port leadership role and stressed the vital economic role the port plays in the state and regional economies.  

“The port is proving daily how vital marine traffic is to the economy of the city and region,” he said.  

Eric Reinelt, Milwaukee’s port manager, noted that the season produced record tonnage marks for coal and salt.  “Our port’s workforce has been working hard for a long time, and it's great to see the kind of results you know we’re capable of delivering,” he said.  “The best part is that with the 2006 season about half over, I’m thrilled to say we’re on course to improve upon last year’s record season.”  
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