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Port of Milwaukee Enjoys Banner Freight Season Shipping Through Seaway in 2006

The Port of Milwaukee's standout performance in 2006, nearly doubling its international tonnage shipped through the Seaway, earned it the Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation's (SLSDC) Robert J. Lewis Pacesetter award today.  

Over 710,000 metric tons in imports and exports transited Seaway’s locks, almost double the previous year’s numbers.  The increase in tonnage included more ocean-going vessels arriving to load and unload cargo.  Eighty-two ships transited the port last year through the Atlantic trade gateway, roughly double the recent five-year average.  

Grain, wind turbines and steel played significant roles as three commodities posting sharp increases.  Milwaukee exported almost half a million tons of grain through the Seaway, none more important than the 11,000 tons that was part of the United Nations World Food Program.  

The Federal Margaree loaded bagged corn-soy blend, corn meal, and peas to Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Kenya.  The shipments provided enough food for almost five million people to receive five-pound bags, and provided over $97,000 in wages and benefits locally during the month-long load out. 

Steel accounted for the brunt of the Midwest port’s imports that totaled 218,000 mt in 2006.  The Milwaukee port received over 10,000 tons of wind power generation equipment through the Seaway and parts for the clean coal plants being built nearby.  

 “Excellence doesn’t just happen: it is the result of planning, commitment and execution,” said Collister Johnson Jr., SLSDC Administrator.  “Milwaukee’s port and terminal management and their employees know their business and deliver professional service every step of the way so this superb performance should surprise no one.” 

Team effort was instrumental in accounting for the increase according to Eric Reinelt, Milwaukee Port Director.  

"Without the cooperation of Federal Marine Terminals general manager Gilles Plante and his staff, our port's general stevedore, and Nidera Grain Elevator’s manager, Richard Blaylock and his staff, this large increase in Seaway tonnage could never have happened," said Reinelt.

Recognized throughout the Great Lakes Seaway system as a yardstick of freight performance, the Pacesetter is awarded annually by SLSDC to U.S. Great Lakes ports and terminals posting increases in international tonnage shipped through the binational U.S.-Canadian waterway.  
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