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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

  

        Contact: Eric Reinelt, Port Director

Tuesday, January 23, 2007





                  414.286.8130

Port Welcomes Four Lakers for Winter Lay-up

Milwaukee, Wis. –The St. Lawrence Seaway officially closed the locks for winter repairs on December 30, 2006 remaining open for 283 days, two days more than the previous record.

According to Joe DiGiorgio, Harbor Master, “This year’s warmer winter has allowed some of the laker vessels to continue operations well into January.  While in Port, these vessels will make necessary repairs to ensure their shipping season is uninterrupted. Anything from a new boiler to a new anchor or propeller may be installed over the winter months.”
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Lafarge’s cement barge Integrity was the first to arrive for winter lay up on December 21, 2006. The Integrity barge is part of an integrated tug and barge unit built as a self-unloader in 1996.  The vessel is 460 feet long, 70 feet wide (beam) and requires a draft of 26’6”.  It is equipped with a 250’ boom to self unload as much as 15,000 net tons of cement into Lafarge’s inner harbor silo.  

The James R. Barker arrived January 20, 2007. The J Barker is the second largest vessel that [image: image2.png]


sails the Great Lakes at 1,004 feet long, a 105’ beam and requiring 29’1” of draft.  The vessel typically services the ore and coal trades within the Lakes, with a capacity for 63,300 tons.  The J. Barker, owned by Interlake Steamship Company in Richfield, Ohio, was built in 1976 as a self unloader using a 250’ boom.  The only longer laker is the Paul R. Tregurtha at 1013’6”, also owned by Interlake Steamship Company.

The Burns Harbor is scheduled to arrive today, January 23, 2007. The Burns is a familiar sight in Milwaukee’s winter harbor.  This 1,000 foot long massive vessel also has a 105’ beam, requires a 34’ draft, and has the capacity for 78,850 tons.  Built in 1980, the Burns, owned by American Steamship, is considered a fairly new build by Great Lakes standards.  The fresh water in the Great Lakes extends the longevity of these vessels versus the life of an ocean-going vessel.

Lafarge’s newest vessel, the Innovation, is expected Thursday, January 24th.  This is one of the newest cargo vessels on the lakes built in 2006; making its first port appearance in July of last year.  The Innovation is also an integrated tug/barge cement carrier.  The length overall is 460’, is 70’ wide and can self unload 15,000 tons into Lafarge’s cement silo located in Milwaukee’s inner harbor.


For additional information, please call Eric Reinelt at 414-286-8130.
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