[image: image1.png]~N ‘ Fhe Port o/
AR Tlwcutbee




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

  

       Contact: Betty Nowak, Marketing Manager

      January 30, 2007





                                          414.286.8131

Final 2006 Tonnage Figures at the Port – Another Record Year!

Milwaukee, Wis. – Cargo handled at the Port of Milwaukee exceeded 2005 figures to slightly under 4 million net tons. Shipments of both exports and imports contributed to the growth story last year.   

Many like to refer to the Port of Milwaukee’s hey day during the 1970’s and early 1980’s when the rail carferries, the Milwaukee Clipper and container ships called at the Port. But statistics during this period indicate 1970 as the best year for the port with 3.9 million net tons of cargo.  “2006 had undoubtedly one of the highest tonnage figures on record,” said Port Director Eric Reinelt.

Dry bulk products, which include road salt, cement, coal and construction aggregates were down slightly.  However, general cargoes such as machinery, steel, equipment for energy expansion, and liquid bulk products were all up.  Grain was the biggest winner this year exporting Wisconsin corn and soybeans with an 85% increase in tonnage.    

“The Port of Milwaukee’s plan to have a variety of businesses on Jones Island has proven successful.  When some markets are slow others will pick up, and having a well-balanced business community here makes us a very stable and growing Port,” according to the Board’s President Dan Steininger.  “This is a real tribute to our Port Director Eric Reinelt,” Steininger added.  The Board of Harbor Commissioners recently completed a land use study of the Port.  The study conducted by the Roethle Group stated the Port of Milwaukee’s long term leases has resulted in stability of the client base. Nearly 90% of available Port land is under lease. Among the Great Lakes ports studied, the Port of Milwaukee ranks among the top two based upon revenue per metric ton and net income.  The Ports waterway depth and width and overall services provided are equal or superior to the other Great Lakes ports studied.
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Milwaukee offers importers and exporters access to world markets through the St. Lawrence Seaway and the inland river system.  Both the Union Pacific Railroad and the Canadian Pacific Railway serves the Port, and we have convenient, non-congested access to the interstate highway system.  

The Port is a major transportation and distribution hub for the Milwaukee metropolitan area for both domestic and international shippers.  Everything from the coal used to heat and light our homes, wind energy transported through the port decreasing our dependence on fossil fuels, cement for construction projects, the salt to keep our roads and sidewalks safe, asphalt to pave our roads, and the facilities to export Wisconsin’s grain and manufactured goods, all benefit from the cost-effective transportation options the Port provides.


In addition to the tonnage figures posted, the Port is also home to some of our finest: the U.S. Coast Guard; the U.S. Navy Reserve; and, the U.S. Army.  The Harbor Commission’s authority also includes the property of Milwaukee World Festivals, Inc., Pier Wisconsin, the Pieces of Eight Restaurant and the Lake Express high speed ferry.
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