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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

  

        Contact: Eric Reinelt, Port Director

Tuesday, April 11, 2006






                  414.286.8130

Port International Shipping Season Resumes

Milwaukee, Wis. –The St. Lawrence Seaway opened its gates on March 23rd this year, allowing international vessel passage to begin one week earlier than last year due to the mild winter weather.  The majority of international vessels calling Milwaukee originate in Europe, taking approximately 16 days to cross the Atlantic Ocean before arriving in Milwaukee.  Milwaukee is usually the second or third Great Lakes port of call for vessels, which typically carry steel products, machinery and power plant equipment.  April is starting off at a very good pace with an expected 32,000 metric tons of international freight crossing Port docks this month.



The Port anticipates imports and exports to exceed last year’s general cargo figures with the potential increase of energy and mining equipment, machinery, food-aid shipments and steel cargoes. Hapag Lloyd/CP Ships, OOCL and China Ocean Shipping Company (COSCO) have increased the services available to Milwaukee’s intermodal customers by way of the Canadian Pacific Railway via Vancouver, BC, as do these and many other shiplines serve Milwaukee via Montreal.  Domestic cargoes such as salt, coal and other bulk commodities are also expected to stay strong in 2006.  “2005 was the best year in 35 years for Port tonnage; I believe we will see this upward trend continue in 2006”, said Port Director Eric Reinelt.


For additional information, please call Eric Reinelt at 414-286-8130.
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