MAPP Focus Group Follow-Up
Riverwest 
July 8, 2008
The Riverwest Neighborhood Association meeting at Gordon Park was the site for the focus group.  Five (N=5) residents came one hour before the meeting for the formal presentation, an additional nine (N=9) residents completed the issue ranking list following a presentation by the Riverwest Health Nurse at the regular business meeting for a total of 14 respondents.  
Below is a table that illustrates the main health issues of this group.  According to what was indicated, the top issues of concern were access to health care, education, and poverty.  
There was discussion about what residents encounter when attempting to apply for benefits. One participant relayed her experience in trying to get health benefits.  She stated that the worker told her, “Hopefully your experience here is so bad that you’ll get a job and never have to come back”.   Other residents discussed the attitude aide workers portrayed, like they felt they were, “giving out their own money”.  Even using a Quest/EBT card at the grocery store was perceived negatively.  
	#
	Health Issues

	12
	Access to healthcare/ Underinsured/Healthcare related issues

	5
	Access to transportation

	1
	Adverse birth outcomes and infant mortality

	5
	Alcohol and substance abuse

	9
	Education: (reform, quality, graduation rates, parental involvement)

	5
	Environmental (pollution, water quality, rodents, garbage, lead poisoning) 

	3
	Equal opportunity for all races (immigration)

	3
	Mental health

	5
	Nutrition, obesity, exercise (fitness, hunger, access to quality food)

	10
	Poverty, money management, financial stress 

	5
	Race relations/segregation

	3
	Sexually Transmitted Infections

	5
	Teen Pregnancy

	1
	Tobacco

	7
	Unemployment/job availability

	4
	Violence and Personal Safety


