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This discussion group was held at Proyecto Salud, a not-for-profit community outreach center focusing on Latino health on Milwaukee’s south side. This group was conducted in Spanish and was meant to capture the voices of some of Milwaukee’s Latino residents. 12 residents attended and filled out the issue ranking form. 


Below is a table that illustrates the main health issues of this group.  According to what was indicated, the top issues of concern were access to health care, violence and personal safety, and unequal treatment of all races.  When asked to choose their top 5 concerns, every single participant highlighted access to healthcare. Specifically, individuals focused on the difficulty of accessing services and navigating the overall healthcare system due to cultural and language barriers.  Discrimination based on documentation status, real or perceived, was a shared experience by the majority of the focus group participants.  Individuals also shared frustration with an inability to afford medications and resulting bills that often accompany doctor visits.

Difficulty accessing health services was found to be exacerbated by many focus group members’ fear for their personal safety when outside their homes.  While there were comments about neighborhood violence decreasing, others do not feel comfortable walking on their own during day time hours.  Community members expressed overwhelming interest in becoming involved in solutions and remaining a part of the process.
	#
	Health Issues

	12
	Access to healthcare/ Underinsured/Healthcare related issues

	1
	Access to transportation

	2
	Adverse birth outcomes and infant mortality

	4
	Alcohol and substance abuse

	2
	Education: (reform, quality, graduation rates, parental involvement)

	5
	Environmental (pollution, water quality, rodents, garbage, lead poisoning) 

	8
	Equal opportunity for all races (immigration)

	7
	Mental health

	2
	Nutrition, obesity, exercise (fitness, hunger, access to quality food)

	7
	Poverty, money management, financial stress 

	1
	Race relations/segregation

	1
	Sexually Transmitted Infections

	2
	Teen Pregnancy

	3
	Tobacco

	7
	Unemployment/job availability

	9
	Violence and Personal Safety

	0
	Other


