MAPP Focus Group Follow-Up
House of Peace
July 29, 2008

The House of Peace was a group where the MAPP Core group solicited feedback and ideas from a core group of older females that meet frequently. The session was attended by twenty one (N=21) females who were primarily African American. The purpose of this meeting was to ensure that the first focus group was effective in capturing the health concerns of this constituent community. 
Below is a table that illustrates the main health issues identified by a previous focus group at House of Peace.  This follow up group identified some of the same issue of concern, such as access to health care, being underinsured and other health care related issues, unemployment, job availability, violence and personal safety.  

An additional issue that was identified during the meeting that was not on the original list included parenting.  Participants stated that parents are having difficulty managing youth anger and their children, even those as young as eight, that exhibit anger and rage. This group believes that that this anger is related to what happens to kids the home: lack of home care, negligence and disengaged parents. The women explained they see a cycle: that what happens to a mother while she is pregnant may have happened to her own mother during her pregnancy. Overall, parenting starts before the baby is born; whatever happens to a baby in utero influences the baby’s overall health and well-being.
Discussion points/comments regarding the 17 health issues: 
Parenting 
   “Both parents work and the children have a lack of supervision”


   “Parents don’t make sure children get to school”


   “Parents don’t help with homework anymore”
Education
   “Parents let children run wild at night” 

   “Parents are without a real work ethic”


   “Kids are angry and hungry”


   “If children were educated maybe they could look at things differently



    and not be so angry”


  “Children need to learn life skills”


  “Parents do not care enough and blame everyone except themselves”


  “[the] mindset needs to be changed, money cannot help”
Immunizing 

Kids                “People are not interested in immunizations. This links back to the 


   lack of education[regarding immunizations/health] issue”
Violence
  “Kids are getting out of control”


 “We are afraid of our own children.”



“Parents can’t chastise bad behavior in other children anymore”


“We are being attacked in our own cities, not Iraq, and someone should



help us”


“We are afraid of young men in groups but one-on-one they are OK”


“We cannot trust our own people”


“The community needs to come together”


“The black race needs to come together”
“Police come to our door and ask what’s going on-tell them to just watch for 15 minutes”



‘The police are scaring people by asking them to do their work for them’
“If we could be assured that MPD [Milwaukee Police Department] won’t come to my door if I call[about a crime]”



“If we can march on Washington, why can’t we march in our own neighborhood?”
Quotes regarding causes and solutions: 
1. Churches need to come together.

2. Community organizations need to work together too.

3. Go back to the old ways.

4. When there are police changes, assurances are needed so that possible information is not traced back to a concerned neighbor’s door.

5. The rest of the city needs to know how bad it is – If you don’t live here, you don’t know.

6. Transportation problems lead to unemployment and just sitting around.

7. Drug use and dealing also have a lot to do with problems.

8. These issues are NOT just inner city issues, they are everywhere.

9. People need to know their neighbors.  Plan events, go to neighborhood association meetings…Then you’ll know who belongs and who does not.

	#
	Health Issues

	13
	Access to healthcare/ Underinsured/Healthcare related issues

	9
	Access to transportation

	1
	Adverse birth outcomes and infant mortality

	7
	Alcohol and substance abuse

	7
	Education: (reform, quality, graduation rates, parental involvement)

	4
	Environmental (pollution, water quality, rodents, garbage, lead poisoning) 

	8
	Equal opportunity for all races (immigration)

	6
	Mental health

	9
	Nutrition, obesity, exercise (fitness, hunger, access to quality food)

	6
	Poverty, money management, financial stress 

	1
	Race relations/segregation

	3
	Sexually Transmitted Infections

	9
	Teen Pregnancy

	3
	Tobacco

	11
	Unemployment/job availability

	19
	Violence and Personal Safety


