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Greetings!  
It’s a pleasure to serve as your Milwaukee County Supervisor representing the 14th 
District.  Thank you for your support and input during my first 8 months in office.  

Since taking office in April, I have been busy working on your behalf to fulfill the 
promises I made during the campaign.  I vowed to work full-time to represent you at 
the county level.  I am proud to report that I have been doing just that, by attending 
over 120 meetings with constituents, department heads, and community leaders; 
taking 34 tours, participating in 34 neighborhood, park, and local business meetings, 
hosting 7 town hall meetings, and attending 20 County Board committee meetings 
and 11 meetings of the full Board.  All along the way, I have given a strong voice to 
the concerns of our neighborhoods and I will continue to do so in 2009.

I vowed to preserve our parks system and fight to restore the historic legacy that 
has set Milwaukee apart as a national leader. I serve on the Parks, Energy, and 
Environment Committee, and we recently received a report from the Public Policy 
Forum stating that deferred parks maintenance costs have topped $300 million due 
to an over reliance on the property tax.  In turn, parks have been forced to compete 
for property tax dollars with numerous other priorities that have seen a drastic 
decrease in state funding.  In an effort to change this trend, I have been working to 
institute a reduction in property taxes, offset with a 1% sales tax (more on this on 
page 2).

I also vowed to protect our transit system so that our neighbors can get to jobs 
and school.  Since 2002, we have seen cuts to the system resulting in over 40,000 
jobs going out of reach.  Serving on the Transportation, Public Works and Transit 
Committee, I have been working hard to turn that tide (see “Transit Connects to 
You” on page three).

As always, I look forward to your feedback to help me keep in touch with you.  
Please consider filling out the enclosed survey to help guide my priorities this 
coming year.  I want to make sure your views continue to be represented on the 
County Board. 

In service,

Chris Larson

PS – Always feel free to  
call me at 278-4252 or email 
me at chris.larson@milwcnty.
com.  You can also sign up for 
monthly email updates to stay 
up to date on upcoming local 
events and issues. Chris Larson being sworn in as County Supervisor.
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Given the favorable results of the November 4th 
referendum, Milwaukee County is requesting that 
the Governor and the Legislature adopt enabling 
legislation for property tax relief and a dedicated 
source of funding for Milwaukee County’s transit 
system, parks, and emergency medical services.  

Mass Transit 
The Milwaukee County Transit System (MCTS), which 
provided more than 40 million rides in 2008, remains 
one of the few metropolitan systems in the country 
that lacks a local dedicated funding source.  We have 
seen cuts to routes that serve over 40,000 jobs while 
fares have risen to among the highest in the nation.  
Businesses depend on the bus system to transport 
workers and a dedicated funding source will help 
stabilize the system and end these drastic cuts.   
Failure to address Milwaukee County’s transit funding 
challenges now could result in dire consequences, 
including service cuts of 30% or more within the next 
year.

Milwaukee County Parks 
Milwaukee County offers nearly 15,000 acres of public 
space in more than 140 parks and parkways.  However, 
the backlog of deferred maintenance costs now 
exceed $300 million.  Funding and revenue, rather than 
governance, is the source of this problem.  Currently, 
parks are forced to compete with numerous other 
priorities for property tax funding.

Emergency Medical Services 
Milwaukee County partners with municipalities to 
provide paramedics services in every community.  When 
the paramedics program started more than 30 years 
ago, Milwaukee County provided approximately 75% of 
municipal paramedics costs.  Today, County support has 
fallen to about 50%, in part because of higher training 
costs.  Without dedicated funding, continued cuts in 
the County’s contribution could force municipalities to 
increase property taxes. 

All three of these services are vital and important to our 
community, but are not mandated by federal or state 
law.  Without dedicated funding, Milwaukee County 
can no longer support these quality of life services.  
Removing these services from the property tax rolls 
would reduce Milwaukee County’s average property 
taxbill by $170. Finally, by switching to a dedicated 
sales tax, those who do not pay property taxes in 
Milwaukee County but continue to use our services 
would pay more of their fair share. About 36 percent of 
sales tax revenues come from visitors who do not live in 
Milwaukee County but take advantage of the County’s 
many attractions.

If the Governor and the Legislature do not act, 
Milwaukee County will be left without a solution to the 
deferred maintenance in our parks, we will lose freeway 
flyers along with night and weekend service, and 
property taxes will continue to climb for homeowners.

Moving Forward on Property Tax Relief: Mass 
Transit, Parks, and Emergency Medical Services

Supervisors 
Weishan, Larson 
and Chairman 
Holloway 
speaking to the 
press about 
a dedicated 
funding 
source for the 
Milwaukee 
County Transit 
System.

Walker’s Pay Raises Removed
While the economy is slipping into recession, and shortly before he issued a hiring freeze for lower level 
workers, County Executive Scott Walker gave large raises to department heads already earning more 
than $100,000 per year.  While the County Board was unable to stop all the raises, Walker did finally 
withdraw the 26% pay raise he proposed for his Chief of Staff, after facing widespread criticism from  
the public.  This move will save taxpayers $18,581.
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Transit Connects to You
The Milwaukee County Transit System (MCTS) has 
been recognized as one of the best transit systems 
in the country for cost effectiveness and has received 
the Outstanding Achievement Award from American 
Public Transit Association twice in the last twenty years.  
Unfortunately, transit now faces some of the most 
daunting challenges in its 33-year Milwaukee history.  
To be clear, transit’s future is up in the air.  A recent 
study from UWM’s Center of Economic Development 
found that, over the last 6 years, route cuts and fare 
increases have put more than 40,000 jobs out of reach 
for Milwaukee County residents.  If a funding solution 
is not identified by 2010, that number will climb to over 
100,000 when 150 buses go out of commission.  If 2010 
comes and we still don’t have a solution, we will be 
forced to shorten routes and cut all freeway fliers, along 
with night and weekend service.  While we are going 
through tough economic times, preventing people from 
getting to and from their jobs would be devastating to 
our local economy.  Of the 150,000 riders served each 
weekday, 43% use it go to and from work.  Business 
leaders across Milwaukee have come out strong to 
say they need a functioning transit system to get their 
employees to and from work reliably.  

I am proud to say that I have been leading the charge 
on finding dedicated funding for transit in Milwaukee 
County.  This permission can only be granted from the 
state and we have already discussed the urgency of our 
situation with many local legislators.  I am confident that 
if we continue to work together, we will solve the transit 
crisis before it gets any worse.

Other great things happening with our 
transit system:
Google Transit - Milwaukee County has recently entered 
into an innovative partnership to offer “Google Transit” 
in Milwaukee.  This great tool allows you to plan your 
trip more efficiently than paper schedules (which are still 
available). Google Transit offers commuters the ability 
to easily access MCTS schedules, routes, and plan trips 
down to the minute.  This is an amazing service and I 
use it every time I take the bus to work.  Check it out for 
yourself at www.google.com/transit.

$60 monthly passes available soon - I recently authored 
legislation to create a $60 monthly bus pass to make 
it easier for regular users to ride the bus.  This change, 
which was approved by the full County Board, will offer 
a cheaper, more convenient choice for anyone who 
wants to ride in a $200,000 vehicle with his or her own 
Milwaukee County chauffer. 

Supervisor Larson taking the bus to work.

Saveland Park Lagoon
Over the past few years, an invasive species of cattails has been taking over the Saveland Park lagoon.  At the 
request of concerned neighbors, I worked with the Milwaukee County Parks Department, UW-Extension, and 
Americorp volunteers to remove the cattails and clean up the area around the lagoon. If you’re interested in working 
to improve an area in your park, please contact me at 278-4252.

Saveland Park Before Saveland Park After
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Supervisor Larson 
Supports An Affordable 
2009 County Budget  
That Maintains  
Programs & Services
On November 10, the Milwaukee County Board of 
Supervisors approved a 2009 Budget that maintains  
County services but reversed several proposals by the 
County Executive to privatize certain functions currently 
provided by public employees.

Almost 50% of the County Budget is devoted to providing 
safety net services to the most vulnerable citizens in our 
community, especially children, seniors and the mentally 
ill.  I favored funding for our nationally acclaimed County 
Paramedic program, which provides advanced lifesaving 
services to our community, and planning for a new and 
efficient mental health facility to serve our most vulnerable 
citizens.  I also voted for the expansion of the cost-
effective Family Care Program in Milwaukee County to 
begin serving people with disabilities under the age of 60 
next year. 

I strongly supported funding for public safety and the 
district attorney.  My constituents have told me that Sheriff 
patrols, especially in the parks, tough drug enforcement 
and prosecution of criminal activity should be a top 
priority.  But our 15,000 acres of County Parks are also 
hugely popular, so I pushed to reduce large fee increases 
proposed for golf, boating and swimming. We must keep 
our urban recreational pursuits accessible and affordable 
because they add so much to our quality of life in 
Milwaukee County.  That’s why I opposed the installation 
of parking meters on Lincoln Memorial Drive so that our 
beautiful lakefront remains uncluttered and open to all.  In 
addition, I helped secure infrastructure improvements at 
the Milwaukee County Zoo to help keep it one of the best 
in the country.

The 2009 Budget contains total expenditures of $1.39 
billion and a property tax levy of $257.6 million, which is 
a $7.7 million, or 3.1%, increase from the 2008 Adopted 
Budget.  The property tax rate per $1,000 of equalized 
value is $3.95, which is an increase of seven cents per 
$1,000 from 2008.  An average Milwaukee home assessed 
at $150,000, can expect an increase of approximately $12 
on the County portion of their tax bill.

These are just a few of the highlights contained in the 
2009 Milwaukee County Budget.  Please feel free to 
contact me for additional information.

2008 Taxes  
Per Taxing Authority

Milwaukee County represents 17% of your tax dollar

38¢ 
Milwaukee 

Public Schools

($288 million)

* State of Wisconsin share is approximately one cent 
* Total may not add to $1.00 due to rounding

31¢ 
City of  

Milwaukee

($235 million)

16¢ 
Milwaukee 

County

($123 million)

8¢ 
MATC

($57 
million)

5¢ 
MMSD

($40 
million)

Supervisors Broderick, Larson, Lipscomb, De Bruin and Cesarz at a listening 
session for the 2009 budget. 

Milwaukee County Property Tax Levy Distribution

33%  
Public  
Safety

22%  
Health & 
Human 
Services

13%  
Debt Services

10%  
Courts & 
Judiciary

10%  
Parks,  

Recreation  
& Culture

6%  
Transportation  
& Public Works

6%  
Legislative, Executive 

& Administrative



1. �Please rate the following county government functions on a 
scale of 1 to 5 for performance, with 5 meaning the county 
does an extremely good job of providing that service, and 1 
meaning the county does an extremely poor job.

	P arks	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1

	 Zoo	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1

	 Highway Plowing & Maintenance	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1

	 Human/Social Services Programs	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1

	 Court System	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1

	M ass Transit	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1

	A irport	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1

	 Jail and House of Correction	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1

2. �How do you think local government should deal with 
budgetary constraints?

	 q  Cut services  
	 q  Modest inflationary property tax increases 
	 q  County land sales 
	 q  Implement a local share sales tax 
	 q  �Put pressure on state for more local aid and 

reimbursement for mandated services
	 q  Increase fees

3. �Which taxing authority has had the highest increases on your 
property tax bill?

	 q  City of Milwaukee 
	 q  Milwaukee Public Schools 
	 q  Milwaukee County 
	 q  Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 
	 q  Milwaukee Area Technical College

4. �How do you get your information about County issues and 
services?

	 q  �County communications (newsletters, flyers, county 
website, press releases)

	 q  Television 
	 q  Internet (including blogs, political websites) 
	 q  Talk radio 
	 q  �Newspapers (including community papers, daily paper, 

weekly papers)
	 q  Friends and family

5. �Do you think Milwaukee County...
	I s a good place to raise children?	 q Yes  q No  q Unsure
	 Has good government?	 q Yes  q No  q Unsure
	I s a good place to visit?	 q Yes  q No  q Unsure
	 Has good leadership?	 q Yes  q No  q Unsure

6.� �What do you think are the two biggest issues facing your 
community? (Check two)

	

7. �What is your favorite park(s) in the 14th district? (you may 
mark more than one)?

8. �How often do you volunteer with your local park watch 
group?

9. �Do the MCTS bus routes currently meet your needs?
	 q  Yes, I can get to and from where I need to go easily 
	 q  �No, we need more routes and wider service offered
	 q  ��Other: 
	 q  Unsure

10. Is the level of bus frequency adequate?
	 q  Yes, buses come often enough 
	 q  �No, buses do not come often enough
	 q  ��Other: 
	 q  Unsure

11. What are the current conditions of the MCTS buses?
	 q  Very Good 
	 q  Good
	 q  Acceptable
	 q  Poor
	 q  Very Poor 
	 q  Unsure

12. �Should Milwaukee County work with other counties in 
Southeastern Wisconsin on transit issues through a Regional 
Transit Authority (RTA)?       
q Yes  q No  q Unsure

13. ��Currently, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
overall quality of life in Milwaukee County?      

	 q  Very satisfied 
	 q  Somewhat satisfied
	 q  Somewhat dissatisfied
	 q  Very dissatisfied
	 q  Unsure

One of the most important parts of my job 
is to find out your opinions on various issues 
facing Milwaukee County.  Please complete 
and submit your survey using one of the 
following methods:

Mail: � �County Supervisor Chris Larson 
901 N. 9th Street, Courthouse RM 201  
Milwaukee, WI 53233-1425

Fax: (414) 223-1380

Extremely Good     Extremely Poor

q  �Inadequate Public 
Transportation 

q  High Level of Taxation
q  �Quality of Schools
q  Crime Rate, Drugs
q  Bad Infrastructure
q  Lack of Funds or Services

q  Race Relations
q  �Parks - Adequacy  

of Funds 
q  Traffic Congestion
q  �Preserving the 

Environment
q  �Political Leadership

Milwaukee County 14th District Constituent Survey

q  �Weekly
q  Monthly
q  �A few times a year

q  �Once a year
q  Never
q  �Other

14th District Supervisor Chris Larson  Phone: 278-4252  E-mail: chris.larson@milwcnty.com  Website: www.milwaukee.gov/Larson

q  �Copernicus Park
q  Holler Park
q  �Holt Park
q  Humboldt Park

q  Airport Park
q  �Saveland Park
q  Tippecanoe Park
q  �Wilson Park



Place 
Postage 

Here

Supervisor Chris Larson 
Milwaukee County 14th Supervisory District 
901 N. 9th Street, Courthouse RM 201 
Milwaukee, WI 53233-1425

Please add comments, suggestions and requests below:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comments

Tape Here Tape Here

Additional Information (Optional):

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address/City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________    E-mail: __________________________________________________

If you would like to receive a copy of the results of this survey and updates on county news, 
please supply your e-mail address.

INSTRUCTIONS: �How to send in your survey with the self mailer

Please fold the survey in half, tape the gray boxes at the top of 
this page, add letter stamp postage and mail.



14th District Supervisor Chris Larson  Phone: 278-4252  E-mail: chris.larson@milwcnty.com  Website: www.milwaukee.gov/Larson

WINTER 2009   Page 7

Bay View Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Patty Thompson  
at (414) 403-8003 or (414) 297-9783 
bayviewneighborhood@gmail.com 
http://www.bayviewneighborhood.org

Town of Lake Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Paul Gessner at (414) 482-2261

Wilson Park Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Scott Spiker at (414) 647-1774

Holt Park Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Diane Kosarzycki at (414) 645-1967

Oklahoma Gardens Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Wendy Safron at (414) 643-0766

Humboldt Park Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Ruth Simos at (414) 483-9330

City Meadows Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Cindi Herzog at (414) 817-8000

Garden District Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Michael Murphy at (414) 364-8762

Uncas Park Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Connie Wilson  
at 759-9009 (cell) or 762-6959 (home)

Airport Gardens Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Al Dunham at (414) 482-0494

Tippecanoe Park Watch 
Contact: 278-4252

Neighborhood Associations
One of the best ways to stay involved with your community is to get more involved in a neighborhood association 
or park watch.  If you need help finding which one is closest to you or if you’d like information on how to start your 
own group, please call me at 278-4252.

Milwaukee County Key Phone Numbers
County Board of Supervisors................... 278-4222
County Executive ..................................... 278-4211
Behavioral Health Division ..................... 257-6995
Boerner Botanical Gardens ..................... 525-5600
Child Support Enforcement...................... 278-5160
Clerk of Circuit Court................................ 278-5362
Courts 
   Criminal Court....................................... 278-4538 
   Civil Court.............................................. 278-4120 
   Children’s Court..................................... 257-7700 
   Small Claims Court............................... 278-4140
County Clerk............................................. 278-4067
County Treasurer...................................... 278-4033
Department of Audit Fraud Hotline........93-FRAUD
Department on Aging............................... 289-6874

Dept. of Health & Human Services.......... 289-6817
Disabilities Services Division.................. 289-6660
District Attorney....................................... 278-4653
Economic & Community Development.... 278-4905
Economic Support Division...................... 289-6000
Election Commission................................ 278-4060
GAMP Program........................................ 289-5700
House of Correction................................. 427-4700
Humphrey IMAX Dome Theater............... 278-2728
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts... 273-7206
Medical Examiner.................................... 223-1200
Mental Health Complex........................... 257-6995
Milwaukee Art Museum.......................... 224-3200
Milwaukee County Historical Society..... 273-8288
Milwaukee County Parks.........................257-PARK

Milwaukee County Sheriff....................... 278-4766
Milwaukee County Transit System.......... 344-6711
Milwaukee County Zoo............................ 771-3040
Milwaukee Public Museum..................... 278-2700
Mitchell International Airport.................. 747-5300
Mitchell Park Domes................................ 649-9800
Office of Persons & Disabilities............... 278-3932 
   TTY........................................................ 278-3937 
Register in Probate.................................. 278-4444
Register of Deeds.................................... 278-4011
Timmerman Airport.................................. 461-3222
UW-Milwaukee extension....................... 290-2400
Veterans Services.................................... 278-4054
War Memorial Center.............................. 273-5533
Wehr Nature Center................................. 425-8550
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Newly elected 14th District Milwaukee County Supervisor Chris Larson pictured  
with family shortly after being sworn-in on April 21, 2008.

Have Some Winter Fun with  
Milwaukee County FREE Days!

Complimentary admission to Milwaukee County Residents  
only with valid photo ID on the following days!

Milwaukee Public Museum: FREE Every Monday! 
(Additional charges apply for Humphrey IMAX Dome, 

Daniel M. Soref Planetarium & special exhibitions)

Mitchell Park Domes: FREE Every Monday! 
from 9:00AM - Noon (Except major holidays)

Milwaukee Art Museum: FREE Every Wednesday! 
(Excludes special exhibits)

Milwaukee County Zoo: 2009 FREE Days 
January 3, February 7, March 7, 

April 4, November 7, December 5, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day  

& New Year’s Day  

Save on Your 
Prescriptions
To help county residents save about 20% on 
prescription drugs, Milwaukee County joined  
the National Association of Counties’ 
prescription drug discount card program.  
County residents saved over $200,000 in 2008  
by using their card at area pharmacies.  There is 
no fee or eligibility test.  Call 1-877-321-2652;  
or go to www.milwaukee.gov, Milwaukee County 
link to sign up.


