                                              Wilson Park Recreation Center 

Wilson Park Recreation Center is a 58-acre site located directly west of Wilson Park. The land was acquired in 1947-48 as a location for a veteran’s housing complex and ultimately 374 prefab homes were constructed on the site. It continued to be used for that purpose until 1963 with the last of the homes removed in 1964.

In January of 1966 it was recommended to the Milwaukee County Park Commission that both an indoor ice-skating facility and an Olympic-sized swimming pool be located at the former housing site. In November of that year the County Board voted to include funds for the project in the parks departments 1967 capital improvement budget. 

Ground breaking ceremonies for the Wilson Recreation Center toke place in November of 1967. Dedication of the new facility occurred January 24th 1970 and public skating on the indoor ice-rink commenced the following day. The Olympic-sized pool opened for the 1971 swimming season and the softball stadium opened in 1975.

During construction of the Bradley Center in the mid-1980’s, the Milwaukee Admirals hockey team used the Wilson facility for both practices and home games.

In the fall of 1977 the former Wilson Park Elementary School on the western edge of the site was razed. The removal of this old school provided a location for a proposed senior center. Thus Milwaukee County was able to meet its goal of providing a facility on the south side comparable to the Washington Park Senior Center. The 35,000 square foot Wilson Senior Center was dedicated June 27th, 1982.

Currently, programming is done year around at the indoor ice arena for both open free style skating as well as private groups and clubs. Both skating and hockey lessons are provided through affiliated organizations. The Milwaukee Admirals continue to use Wilson as a practice facility. Additionally, it is used by the Milwaukee Flyers, Southeastern Hockey Association of Wisconsin ( SHAW Youth Hockey), Greater Milwaukee Skating Club and a variety of other organizations.
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