GREENFIELD PARK

Greenfield Park is a 295-acre regional park located at the source of both the Root River and Underwood Creek.  The majority of land for the park was acquired in 1921 when the 279-acre Bradley farm was purchased.  The site was named in 1922 based on its location near what was then called Greenfield Road.

The golf course was planned by George Hansen, who also designed the Grant, Currie, Brown Deer and Whitnall courses.  Construction began in 1922 and the course opened in 1923.

The Bradley residence served as the clubhouse, however, this structure was destroyed by fire in 1928 and was replaced with the current facility. During the 1920’s there was a striking contrast between the heavily used golf course in the north half of the park and the very limited usage of the southern half of the park. In 1929 only 3 picnic permits were issued for the park. 

In 1931, a general development plan for the southern portion of the park was prepared. It was determined that a water feature would be attractive in a low boggy area in the park’s center.  It was further judged that since no outdoor swimming facilities other than the Milwaukee River and Lake Michigan were available to the public that construction of a swimming pool would be desirable.  When it was found that a well could be drilled that would provide an adequate water supply, the swimming pool was constructed and the bog dredged to create a lagoon The Greenfield Park pool became Milwaukee County’s first outdoor swimming pool when it opened in 1932.

In addition to the swimming pool and lagoon, a park drive, many walks, tennis courts, and a ball field were constructed and several picnic meadows were created during the 1930’s.  As a result of these developments, the usage of the southern portion of the park increased significantly and the park’s popularity has continued to grow over the years.  

In 1997 the Family Aquatic Center “Cool Waters” opened and it has been an outstanding success.  During 2000, Greenfield Park issued more than 300 picnic permits. This was the greatest number of permits issued to any park within the system. 

Greenfield Park with its vast array of active and passive recreational facilities serves an ever increasing number of park patrons annually.  
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