Estabrook Park - Fact Sheet





Estabrook Park contains 115 acres and is a scenic parcel of land adjacent to the easterly bank of the Milwaukee River between Hampton Ave. and Capitol Drive.  





The park is named after Charles E. Estabrook, who although he was a non-member, was secretary of the Milwaukee County Park Commission from its inception in 1907 until his death in 1918.





Initial acquisition of land for the park started in 1916 with 83 acres purchased from the Milwaukee Cement Company.  A lime and cement operation had commenced in the area after a finding that rock on the site was a natural cement. The Park Commission took over the old cement mill and subsequently acquired additional acreage from a number of sources.





In the mid-1920’s, the park contained a tourist camp and a ball field.  Also, during this period the parkway drive was constructed although it was initially an unpaved roadway.





A general development plan for the park was prepared by the office of the County Landscape Architect in 1930.  Using this plan as a guide and with workers from various relief programs and later the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), significant development took place in the early and mid-1930’s.  The CCC built the control dam and removed approximately 100,000 cubic yards of limestone from the bottom of the Milwaukee River in order to deepen it and help prevent the reoccurrence of severe flooding which had taken place in 1924.





Development ultimately included a swimming beach and bathhouse on the Milwaukee River, excavation of a lagoon east of the park drive, construction of walks, bridle paths, bridges, tennis courts, ball fields, parking areas, comfort buildings, and numerous plantings.  





Many of the buildings constructed in the 1930’s still exist and the park continues to be a very popular site for picnickers, hikers, joggers, and bikers as well as athletic field activities.





The park also contains the Kilbourntown House, which was built by a pioneer Milwaukeean, Benjamin Church, in 1844.  It was originally located on North 4th and West Court Streets in Kilbourntown (an area of old Milwaukee).  It is said to be the oldest house still standing in Milwaukee and was moved to the park in 1938 where it stands as a museum of Milwaukee’s early days. 
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