                                                        CLAS  PARK  

Clas Park is the approximately one acre green space adjacent to the south (Wells Street) entrance of the Milwaukee County Courthouse. The site was made available for a park when the County Board transferred the land, which was being used as a parking lot, to the Park Commission in 1967.  Initial park development occurred in the late 1960’s and it was redeveloped including the addition of a fountain in the 1980’s 

The park is named in honor of Alfred C. Clas a prominent, public-spirited local architect and planner, who served on the City of Milwaukee Park Board and was one of the original members of the Milwaukee County Park Commission.  Mr. Clas was a County Park Commissioner for 10 years 1907-1917 and for a period of time, was simultaneously a member of both the city and county bodies. He died in 1942 at the age of 82.

Alfred C. Clas is known as the “ Father of the Milwaukee Civic Center Plan.”  Although, modifications have been made to his initial concept, many of his ideas form the basis for what comprises the civic center today. Therefore, it is fitting that a park in a portion of the area he envisioned to be the western terminus of the civic center carries his name.

The commitment of Mr. Clas to public service was enormous; however, to have a better appreciation of his contributions to the Milwaukee area his professional career must also be examined. The following is a partial list of local projects with which he was involved either individually or as a partner in the award-winning firm of Ferry and Clas:

· Design of Lake Park Pavilion and Grand Staircase

· Layout of Lincoln Memorial Drive

· Design of Old Coast Guard Station

· Design of original Sherman Park Pavilion

· Design of facilities for old Washington Park Zoo

· Plans for original Red Arrow Park

· Design of Greenfield Golf Course Clubhouse

· Preliminary plans for development of Grant Park

· Design of original Grant Beach Bathhouse

· Design of the Milwaukee Auditorium and Main Public Library 

· Architect for the County’s portion of the Safety Building

· Advisory architect for Milwaukee County Courthouse

Clas Park not only enhances the setting for the courthouse, but also gives courthouse visitors and workers a place to relax. Its bubbling fountain, benches, turf areas, shade trees and flowerbeds provide an oasis in the midst of this bustling urban area.
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