
Resident Preferred Parking Plan 
Changing Commuter Habits
The Resident Preferred Parking (RPP) plan has not only freed up 
hundreds of parking spaces for residents living near the UW-Milwau-
kee campus, it’s also altering the daily habits of thousands of campus 
commuters, according to Ald. Michael S. D’Amato. 

Ald. D’Amato, who invested years of work with neighbors and UWM 
officials to develop the RPP, said just in the first couple of weeks of 
the plan, UWM reported that 15,000 students have already picked up 
tuition-funded bus passes for the semester, an increase of nearly 10% 
from last semester. “The lasting value of RPP is not only to bring 
true parking relief to residents living near UWM it’s also to channel 
commuters to other transit and parking options,” said Ald. D’Amato. 
“That’s good for the neighborhood and good for the environment.” 

“Instead of circling around and around looking for parking spots on 
residential blocks, commuters are finding other ways to get to campus 
or are using alternative parking strategies,” the alderman said. He 
noted that the reduced traffic circulation means safer streets, less air 
pollution and enables commuters to use their time more efficiently. 

The RPP – in effect since September 3 – allows vehicles with RPP 
permits to park on one side of an RPP-designated street from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday. Residents of RPP-designated 
blocks are allowed to receive two permits per household to use for 
parking on their block and their street only. Each RPP street and block 
has signs posted clearly identifying the RPP-designated side of the 
street. The RPP area stretches from N. Shepard Ave. on the east to N. 
Newhall St. on the west, and from E. Edgewood Ave. on the north to 
E. Locust St. on the south. 

Ald. D’Amato said UWM has also reported a major increase in us-
age of the Klotsche Pavilion parking structure, which in the past has 
been underutilized as commuters opted instead for spaces on nearby 
streets. “On a good day the Klotsche parking structure would have 
200 to 300 empty parking spaces,” he said. “This semester that struc-
ture is filling up to near full capacity every day, eliminating thousands 
of miles driven by cars hunting for a rare available street space.” 

According to the Department of Public Works, more than 500 RPP 
permits have been entered into the system so far and citations issued 
in relation to RPP have dropped off by 80%. 

For information including an updated guest parking permit system 
visit our website at www.milwaukee.gov/district3. 
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Pictured are some key, longtime University Neighborhood Association 

members that helped bring RPP to the neighborhood including 3rd District 

Legislative Assistant Sam McGovern-Rowen, Else Ankel of the Cambridge 

Woods Neighborhood Association, Kay Baldwin of the Murray Hill Neigh-

borhood Association and Peter McMullen also of CWNA. McMullen and 

McGovern-Rowen both served as chairs of the Eastside Transportation 

Management Association (ETMA).  

Father Tim Kitzke of Three Holy Women, pictured here with Ald. D’Amato 

and Legislative Assistant Sam McGovern-Rowen, was the honored guest of 

the 3rd District and gave the invocation at the October 23, 2007 Common 

Council Meeting.  To view Father Tim’s timely message of peace go to 

www.city.milwaukee.gov/Webcastingarchives948.htm.
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Parking Issues? If you need to find out about winter parking regula-

tions on your block or have questions about night parking regulations, access 

the city’s parking web page at www.parking.mpw.net or call 286-8350.

 

Work With The Work Group  
The Milwaukee River Work Group (MRWG) is a coalition of organizations con-
cerned with the Milwaukee River and includes representatives from the Urban 
Ecology Center, Friends of Milwaukee’s Rivers, and River Revitalization Foun-
dation, along with other state and federal agencies, businesses and individuals.

The coalition advocates a comprehensive plan that includes public policy, zon-
ing, preservation guidelines and a stewardship plan for the future. Together, we 
are recommending these specific goals for the creation of a Milwaukee River 
Central Park. 

The group – an organization pushing for what it calls “an appropriate balance 
between preservation and profitability” – is working closely with the alderman 
on a conservation overlay district to protect the Milwaukee River environmen-
tal corridor from North Ave. to Edgewood Ave. and has been holding meetings 
with neighborhood and business groups in the area. “A temporary change in the 
zoning along the corridor would help control any buildings from being devel-
oped that violate the corridor until a plan can be created to specifically address a 
no-build zone as well as setback and height requirements to create a natural view 
corridor from North Ave. north to the city limits,” Ald. D’Amato said.

The MRWG has regular meetings and welcomes community attendance. 
Meetings are held at the Urban Ecology Center, 1500 E. Park Pl.
NEXT MEETING: Wed. Nov. 28th, 5:30 p.m.
UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
The second Wednesday of each month from 3 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
The fourth Wednesday of each month from 5:30 p.m. -7 p.m.

Ald. D’Amato joined Mike Rosen of the Mariners Neighborhood Asso-

ciation, Mayor Barrett and Fire Chief Doug Holton at a news confer-

ence this fall discussing tougher fines for landlords who don’t follow 

city policies regarding the number of tenants they can legally rent to. 

We Asked, You Answered, 
We Are Listening  
Last month I sent you a budget questionnaire and I am 
thrilled at the responses. As of the first day of budget 
amendment hearings I heard from almost 1,000 of you 
with more still coming in. As of November 1st, here is 
what you had to say about spending city tax dollars:
 
 More	 Less	 No	Change
 Police  461 66 275 
 Fire  121 85 596 
 Libraries  282 92 428
 Public Health  254 91 457
 Recycling 274 86 442 
 Trash 107 76 619 
 Bulding Inspection 135 151 516 
 Economic Development 259 132 411 
 Affordable Housing 325 130 347
 Streets and Alleys 299 89 414 
 Boulevards 187 157 458 
 Pedestrian Crossings 250 227 325 
 and Bike Lanes

Thank you for participating. The exchange of information 
was very helpful during my 2008 budget deliberations.  


