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       Wanted: Volunteers for Two Seed Collection Days 

                   to Spread & Restore Natural Beauty 

            Team Up with The Park People and Milwaukee County Parks

(Milwaukee)- On Thursday, September 25th and Thursday, October 16th, Milwaukee County Parks, The Park People and volunteers will combine for Prairie Seed Collection Days from 10am to noon at Rainbow Airport Prairie located on the eastside of 76th Street between Ryan and Oakwood Roads in Franklin. 

Milwaukee County Parks is very fortunate to own a 50-acre remnant prairie along the Root River on the old Rainbow Airport property. Natural area restoration work has already begun on the site through brush removal and controlled prairie burns, both essential to control invasive species, restore the health of the prairie, and enhance habitat for a variety of wildlife. 

The Rainbow Airport Prairie is a relic of a different time when tall grass prairies covered 14 states and hundreds of millions of acres. Today, one finds only 10% of that original prairie complex left in North America, located mostly in the western states and Canada. States in the upper Midwest such as Wisconsin typically only have 1/100th of 1% of the original prairie still in existence due to conversion to agriculture, development, and the arrival of invasive species. So remnant prairies such as the one at Rainbow Airport are really tattered records from a history book that has lost most of its pages.
By collecting seeds from this remnant prairie for use within the Milwaukee County Parks System, the Parks Department will preserve local plant genetics, restore native ecosystems, and greatly reduce restoration costs. Participants will enjoy a beautiful fall day and help preserve and restore the natural beauty of the Milwaukee County Parks System. 

Volunteers should contact Brian Russart, Natural Areas Coordinator, with the Milwaukee County Parks Department by email at brian.russart@milwcnty.com or by calling 414-257-6521.  Each seed day will end with a nature walk touring the site.
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