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Minutes

Lakefront Development Advisory Commission

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

6:00 pm

Grant Park Golf course clubhouse 

Prior to the meeting Commissioners met at Grant Park at 4:00 p.m., and proceeded to Bender Park for a tour.

Attendees:

William Lynch

Mike Maierle

Thomas Frenn

Robert Spindell

1) Report from Milwaukee County Parks on Bender Park, its land use, history, its future, LAWCON funding, and land use and development of nearby land. 

a. During the tour of Bender Park Jim Ciha educated the group about the history of the park, and about the boat launch and challenges the launch faces. The group included Commissioners and members of Lake Shore Boating. Ciha had many aerial maps of the 306-acre park.  The Park has 1 mile of shoreline.

b. Park History

i. 1966 – 69 The land was purchased using LAWCON funding

ii. 1970 – 90 No development of the land

iii. 1995 - A plan for the park was adopted by Milwaukee County

iv. 1999 - An approved master plan and budget of $7 million.  The development of the building, safe harbor boat launch & bluff stabilization and access roads spending $4 million with 50% funded by the waterway commission.

v. 2002 – 03 Appropriation of $2 million for further development

vi. 2004 - Money removed from the budget

vii. Current - Would like to have urban camping

c. Presentation by Patrick De Grave, City Administer, City of Oak Creek, respecting Bender Park and uses of nearby land. The Oak Creek Common Council will be meeting with private consultants to advise the City on revising its land use plans for possible development of the lakefront area from MMSD’s treatment plant to Bender Park and to the South. WEPCO will be participating in the redevelopment planning and may assist with some of the implementation.  Oak Creek is not likely to favor Bender Park being developed into an urban camping facility especially if its operation was similar to a trailer Park.  The discussion included seeking options for location of such a facility within the park and operation of it (short term camping, tent camping, etc.) to reduce community concerns.

2) Website status

The website is up and running as a link from the Milwaukee County website; www.milwaukeecounty.org.  Future meeting agendas and minutes will be posted on the website.

3) Discuss meeting dates, invitees, topics and locations. Discuss additional park visits. 

a. Next meeting will be on September 19th
b. Walking tour of Sheridan Park and /or Grant Park from 4:30 – 5:30 pm

c. Meeting at Grant Park Clubhouse from 6:00 – 7:00 pm

