Lakefront Development Advisory Commission

Wednesday, January 19, 2005

6:30 pm

Public Hearing for USS Des Moines

Harbor Lights Room

Downtown Transit Center 909 E. Michigan Avenue
1) USS Des Moines – Dick Caswell

USS Des Moines Historic Naval Ship Project

a. Site: Veterans Park, along sea wall with minimal footprint on land

b. Cost

i. No cost to City or County

ii. Money to be raised through fundraising

iii. Proposed function should provide selfsuffiencey

c. Function

i. Naval Museum – Military Memorabilia

ii. Tourist attraction – Dockside “cruises,” Weddings/Social Functions, Military Reunions

iii. Training site

iv. Veterans Memorial

d. Impact on Veterans Park

i. Some parking available

ii. Possible trolley/shuttle service to parking near Summerfest grounds

iii. Does not interfere with current activities (kite flying, jogging, walking, Circus Grounds, etc.)

iv. 2% of lakefront footage used by ship

2) Save Our Lakefront Coalition – Opposes USS Des Moines Project

a. Charlie Kamps

i. Visual Obstruction

ii. Maintenance nightmare

iii. Financial disaster

iv. Not fitting memorial

b. Linda

i. Parking

1. No excess parking during the summer with current activities

2. Nearest parking is ½ mile away – Handicapped spots?

3. More traffic

4. Waste trucks, delivery trucks, fire engine boat side

5. Maintenance of roads and lot

ii. Impact on Park

1. Security fencing

2. Security lighting

3. Building on shore

c. Lynn Broaddus

i. Environmental Risks

1. Asbestos, PCB, lead paint on ship

2. Mercury and other chemical stirred up by dredging

3. Pollution on land due to more traffic, maintenance, and building

4. Changes in wind patterns

5. Light pollution

d. John – Naval Veteran

i. USS Salem had to be bailed out by government, not enough revenue to cover costs

ii. USS Des Moines

1. Duluth turned it down multiple times due to costs

2. Superior voted it down 2 to1 

3. Des Moines tried creating a park for it, failed

iii. No need for the ship to honor veterans

3) USS Des Moines – Joe Lombardi

a. Project Roadmap

i. Berth Site

ii. Donation Application

iii. Museum Development and Fundraising

iv. Preparation of Berth Site

v. Dry docking and towing of ship

b. Breakwater: unsure if needed

c. Dredging

i. 35 ft dredging

ii. 65% of ship will be below the sea wall

d. Environmental Concerns

i. De-fueled – absolutely no oil

ii. No standing water

iii. Primed and painted – no lead paint

iv. PCB and asbestos – careful and precise maintenance

v. EPA and State DNR tests

vi. “Tested” for insurance hazards

4) Individual Testimony

For
Against

· 750 ft won’t stop enjoyment or view of the lake
· Sierra Club Representative – our lakefront is the envy of other cities 

· Tourism & Veterans Reunions – good for the city
· Long range plans? 150 years from now?

· Took part in the sinking of a ship –witnessed the effect it had on someone who served on it
· May bring in tourist but the residents have to live with the costs and environmental damage

· Served on the USS Des Moines – witnessed great interest in the ship in foreign harbors
· Environmental impact of dredging on our water quality

· The harbor is a place for ships – there are many other view of lakefront nature, Veterans Park is a landfill
· Public Trust Doctrine – Citizens have a right to unobstructed view of the lakefront

· Park has a curfew – lights wouldn’t interfere with night sky viewing
· Lake Michigan is a tourist attraction on its own

· Comes to the lake for attractions – this would be another destination
· Ship was made for the ocean not freshwater 

· Other areas have been looked into – Needs to be at lakefront
· Sailor – difficult already to get in and out of the harbor

· Ship = home to veterans
· Stop glorifying war

· Benefits Milwaukee and mankind
· Not the right location

· Strong influence on children
· Stop taking over our park land

· Seeing the ship sunk or used as scrap metal is demeaning to veterans and the navy
· Where will ship be dry dock here if need be

· Education
· 1994 Plan for Milwaukee Lakefront – preserve view and access of lakefront


· Kite vendor – Kites will get caught in the ship


· Park People – Lakefront is our common square, invites temporary attractions not permanent


· Sailing Center – alternation of wind patterns, parking concerns, Sailing Center is education as well

